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Klltepe, the site of the ancient Kanes, has been excavated
without interruption since 1948. In the lower town, the
merchants’ harbor partly unearthed has yielded many
artefacts and, up to now, 22,500 cuneiform clay tablets
mainly written by Assyrian merchants established there
during the 19" and 18™ centuries BC. It has often been
written that, without the tablets, it would have been almost
impossible to detect the presence of the Assyrians at Kanes.
However, a closer look at the houses, their contents, as
well as cultural and religious practices of their inhabitants,
shows that this statement requires qualification. The
study of the relationships between the Assyrians and
the Anatolians in the lower town and their evolution over
several generations allows a better understanding of the
status of the Old Assyrian settlement at Kanes.
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