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Maandelijks organiseert het Nederlands Instituut voor 
het Nabije Oosten een lezing over actueel onderzoek 
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gehouden in het Rijksmuseum van Oudheden, 
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Oases, Tribes and Empires: 	 
New Insights into the Political History of 
Northwest Arabia in the First Millennium BC

Since the first archaeological expeditions to the Hijāz in the 
late 19th and early 20th centuries, the political and cultural 
chronology of first millennium BC Northwest Arabia has 
been much debated. Long known inscriptions mention 
oasis polities (Dadan, Taymā’), tribal kingdoms (Lihyān) 
and foreign powers (Neo-Babylonian Empire, Nabataean 
kingdom) but they do not provide any safe chronological 
anchors for dating these political phases. 
However, the spectacular development of North-Arabian 
archaeology in the last decade now makes it possible to take 
a fresh look at this issue. Large-scale excavations provide 
new insights into the settlement history, the material 
culture and the political history of the main oases of Hijāz 
(Dadan, Hegra, Taymā’). These results question the reality 
of Achaemenid rule and Egyptian influence over the Hijāz, 
while enabling to reassess the date of the Lihyanite kingdom 
and suggesting the existence of a hitherto unknown phase 
during “Hellenistic” times. 

Jérôme Rohmer is Research Fellow at the Thiers Foundation 
(CNRS/Institut de France).
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